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Editor‘s Note 
 

Greetings! 

 Welcome to THE MOVEMENT.  The Human Rights Coalition (HRC) has had a tremendous amount of 

positive feedback and compliments from the families of prisoners, prisoners, human rights groups, and prison aboli-

tion groups in regards to the HRC‟s official newsletter THE MOVEMENT.  We thank everyone for showing interest 

in the HRC, its mission and programs, and in the organizing of families of prisoners we are attempting to do on the 

behalf of prisoners and our communities that we may bring about a change we can really believe in.  To be success-

ful in our objectives, the HRC really need for prisoners to get their families and friends involved with the work HRC 

is doing, or else our work will be for nothing.  Che Guevara once said, “Words are beautiful but action is supreme”.  

THE MOVEMENT newsletter is simply the voice of the families of 48,000 state prisoners and 40,000 county prison-

ers, but the newsletter alone is not going to change the prison system, the laws, or prevent the further deterioration 

of our community.  Only action by a statewide grassroots movement can change the corrupt and bankrupt political, 

economic, and social problems in Pennsylvania, but we must come together to bring about this change.  Lets make it 

happen y‟all!  

 We are living in insane times, people.  Don‟t believe me, then check out the „Economic Insanity‟ by Camara 

on the cover page.  The country is in an economic crisis, teetering on the brink of a full collapse of the global capi-

talist economic system, but somehow the PA General Assembly was able to spend $700 million of taxpayers‟ dollars 

to construct several new prisons throughout Pennsylvania.  The state has 28 state prisons already, crime has been 

declining for over a decade now, so why the need to build 3 new prisons?  I guess they have their eyes set on making 

more profit on imprisoning the tens of millions of citizens who have lost their jobs and homes from the economic 

crisis, and doing so with the very tax dollars these citizens forked over to the state treasury as taxpayers.  What im-

pudence! 

 Another informative article we have is on our beloved comrade Mumia Abu-Jamal in the section „The Baby-

lon System‟.  His fight is our fight, and our fight to Free Mumia must be heightened in Pennsylvania.  The situation 

is crucial! As many of you are now just learning from the latest 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals decision in Mumia‟s 

case, the judges discarded their on legal precedent and rules when it came to Mumia‟s Batson legal claim, in order 

to deny him a new trial or complete exoneration.  Instead, backroom politics were played by the judges to deny 

Mumia justice and freedom.  What is going on with Mumia Abu-Jamal by the branches of U.S. government 

(Executive, Legislative, and Judicial) is what went on with former political prisoner Geronimo Pratt, where all three 

branches— including the police apparatus—worked closely together behind the scenes to prevent Geronimo from 

being exonerated and freed.  Just read the book about Geronimo Pratt called „The Last Man Standing‟ by            

Jack Olsen and you will fully understand the government intrusion that is currently at work to deny justice and free-

dom to Mumia.  Support Mumia Abu-Jamal by organizing throughout Pennsylvania on his behalf. 

 In the Human Rights Coalition Report section, we have the article „Torture, Inc.‟ and hopefully it will wake 

up many families of prisoners to the abuse, torture, racism, and corruption that their imprisoned loved ones are sub-

jected to daily.  This is what citizen tax dollars are being used for in all 50 states of America!  We hope to encourage 

families of prisoners to join the HRC or create their own Chapter/Branch, and become prison abolitionists and    
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human rights activist on behalf of their imprisoned loved ones.  Help to make a difference. 

 Everyone must read the article „Class Struggle Over Race‟ by my White comrade D.G., in the section „All 

Power To The People!‟ which I had the honor of editing.  I believe D.G. an Anarchist and Anti-Imperialist, had the 

most profound article in this newsletter.  A core group of politically conscious prisoners have been educating prison-

ers and society on the contents of D.G.‟s article for over a decade now.  Hopefully more and more African-

Americans, in particular, will become aware of the class struggle in America spawned by capitalism as they are of 

the racial struggle.  Many of you „Obama-mites‟ may not like or agree with D.G.‟s political/social observations on 

the race issue or of President Barack Obama, however, he speaks the Truth. That‟s right y‟all, I have not been 

„Obama-cized‟.  I think President Obama is going to follow the domestic and foreign policies of America since its 

inception just like every president that sat in the White House before him has done.  President Obama will continue 

carrying out and subjecting the world to America‟s three evils of global capitalism, militarism, and racism, as our 

beloved Martin Luther King, Jr. once stated about the American empire.  I doubt that will change one iota simply 

because an African-American is president of America.  Despite President Obama‟s immense power it will prove ab-

solutely useless in overcoming the system‟s insoluble antagonistic contradictions.  Okay, so I have thrown political 

correctness out the window.  Now bring on the hate mail. 

 Lastly, it has been a very long time since I have heard from any of my brothers on Pennsylvania‟s Death 

Row, in particular, my homeboy Seifullah at SCI-Greene.  So thanks for the shot out brother.  You are not forgot-

ten.  For all of you on Death Row, stay strong and continue the struggle for Justice and Freedom. 

 Families of Prisoners unite!!! 

STRAIGHT AHEAD! 

  

Mr. Kerry „Shakaboona‟ Marshall, Co-Editor In Chief 

(SCI-Mahonoy) 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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HRC Mission Statement 
 

 To build a coalition of prisoner's family members - because who cares more about a prisoner than his/her own mother, father, wife, husband, son or 
daughter - to end the injustice within our judicial system and abuse in our prisons. 

To provide a safe place for family members of prisoners where there is no embarrassment associated with having a loved one in prison. HRC is made up of 
family members who are facing the same stigma, restrictions, and dilemmas that you are going through this very minute. HRC is here to support you and give 
you a voice. And it is a place where, together, we can make a difference in the lives of our loved ones. 

To make visible to the public the injustice and abuse that are common practice throughout our judicial and prison system across the United States. 

To support and work with other activist groups in the abolishment of unjust laws and practices within the prison system and justice system, for example: 
the death penalty, "Three-strikes" law, juvenile justice, PCRA amendment, life without parole, police corruption, judicial corruption, inadequate health care in 
prisons, and more? 

To abolish Long Term Solitary Confinement, an inhumane and barbaric practice. 

To encourage the rehabilitation of prisoners. HRC understands that prisoners are human beings with problems that need to be addressed and most, in time, 
will return to society. The majority of prisoners are sent to prison for drug charges and acts which involve no violence whatsoever. A large number of these 
prisoners have led horrendous lives of drug abuse, child abuse, or neglect, in addition to impacts of racism, sexism, classism and homophobia. We as citizens 
should demand that the prison system focus on the rehabilitation of prisoners so that they can return to society as productive citizens with the skills needed to 
take care of his/her family. 

To abolish the Prison Industrial Complex. The charge to tax payers is $35,000 per year to house a prisoner. The charge is $65,000 per year for an older 

inmate. It is less expensive to send a person to Harvard for a year. Private corporations such as Eddie Bauer and Microsoft employ prison slave labor. Con-

tracts are signed with private companies to provide food and clothing to prisons. New prisons continue to be built every year and are filled. Private prisons 

(not state owned) are now being built. These facts are evidence that the prison complex is a booming business designed to confine "prisoners" for profit; it is a 

business that is disguised as "get tough on crime." 

To abolish the prison system. The prison system is based on a foundation of exploitation, punishment and corruption. People of color make up 70 percent of 

the prison population. In a country with a declining economy, factories have moved overseas to exploit third world labor. 80 percent of prisoners are there for 

non-violent offenses (the vast majority of these drug-related), and the crime rate has been declining over the past 20 years. Women are the highest rising 

population in prison, and most of them are there for ?crimes of survival,? committed to feed themselves and their families. Most of the people in prisons are 

poor, brown, urban, functionally illiterate, unemployed or under-employed before they were locked down, and are there for non-violent crimes, mostly selling 

or using drugs. Obviously, the prison system is about all the other social inequalities in our system, and it does not work in its current incarnation. HRC sup-

ports its dismantling, and building in its place a system of accountability that is truly based in the community and focuses on healing, not punishing. 
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Love Knows No Bars - If you are a family member, loved one, friend, or prisoner and wish to submit a brief article w/family visiting photo to 

the section ‘Love Knows No Bars’ about the love or friendship you have with someone incarcerated.  Just forward your article w/family 

photo to the HRC’s ‘Newsletter Department for possible printing. 

 Hi, my name is Shameka, I figured I should introduce my-

self being as though I‘m about to share a huge part of myself with 

you.  If you don‘t mind I like to tell you about someone I know.  He, 

to me, is what the word ―man‖ means.  He‘s calm, in a laid back sorta 

way ya know.  He reminds me at times of the calm before a storm - 

still.  He can be soft and warm when necessary.  Somehow thru his 

circumstance he can still remain humble.  I met him when I was eight-

een; I‘m now twenty-nine.  When I first met him, I instantly knew he 

was ―it‖ for me.  Sounds corny I know, but it‘s true.  I used to tell my 

friends that one day he would be my husband.  I fell in love with his 

―swagga‖, the way he walked, the way he dressed and the way he 

talked.  Somehow when he entered into a room respect was given, I 

loved that! 

 

 I like the fact that he‘s about his family.  Nothing means 

more to him than his religion and his family.  He is a strong Muslim 

brotha who is stead fast and unshakeable in his beliefs.  I have never 

seen him sway, he stands for something and falls for nothing.  He‘s a 

family man, the oldest of nine.  This of course means he himself 

would love to one day start his own huge family.  He loves children.  I 

think watching them develop, grow and learn fascinates him.  To be 

honest all of Allah‘s creations fascinate him.  He loves nature, ani-

mals and most of all thunderstorms. 

 

 He has a true talent at art, he could draw the most beautiful 

picture and you‘d swear an art major drew it.  He‘s super smart and 

always striving to soak in as much knowledge as he can.  He is well 

respected and never taken for a joke although, like myself, he‘s really 

silly.  He‘s someone that you can sit and laugh with all day about a 

bunch of nothing.  He‘s a man of his word, if he said it he meant it.  

Sometimes we are like two brick walls, us both being stubborn and 

all!  I love him none the less and thank Allah for showing me that 

there are men who know how to treat a woman, his family as well as 

others properly. 

 Well out of all that I have told you, would you have guessed 

he was incarcerated?  Well he is.  Shocker huh?  Who‘da thunk it; 

Huh?  This wonderful man is locked up.  A lot of people have the 

misconception that they‘re all animals, they‘re in there behaving like 

they need to be locked in a cage. Wrong!  Maybe you‘d be surprised 

to know that most of them have extraordinary talents and are ex-

tremely educated far beyond any degree could ever offer.  They have 

family, loved ones, wives and so forth.  They are human and require 

love just like we do.  I just think its sad that a lot of them get lost in 

the system.  They lose contact with their families for years and years.  

They‘re forgotten and alienated due to a slew of prison transfers and 

phone restrictions.  That alone is inhumane enough to harden one‘s 

heart.  If nothing that I‘ve said matters to you in this whole letter 

please let my final few sentences settle on you mind… you never 

know what word, what letter, what visit will be the one to help in 

some way.  They‘re human and require love, patience, and guidance 

such as we do.  They‘re striving for paradise just like you and me, 

they just happened to take a shortcut through hell. 

 

 I share this with you being the wife of an inmate, his name 

is Nafis.  I love him deeply.  I was there before his conviction, during 

and Insha Allah, I will be here upon his return.  That‘s how you show 

a loved one love…just sharing with you a tad bit of a huge part of me.  

 

  I thank Allah for sending me someone who has helped me 

evolve from the woman I was into the woman I am today, all through 

my husband‘s actions and example. 

The love stories of HRC members offer ample evidence that love can survive, even bloom, despite laws that separate and challenge fami-

lies for agonizingly long periods.  The human spirit rises far above prison walls, as you’ll read in these stories that members generously 

shared with us. 

 

Love Knows 

No Bars 
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Is Innocence Irrelevant? 

The following state cases represent the ―Faces of HRC‖.  As you read, ask yourself if justice is being served by the judicial system 

when it criminally tries and convicts individuals knowing of their innocence, and intentionally deny fair trials to others. 

Mumia Abu-Jamal 

Jurisdiction:  Philadelphia County, PA 

Offense Charge:  Homicide 

Date of Sentencing:  1982 

Sentence:  DEATH 

 
On December 9, 1981, Journalist and former Black Panther Party member Mumia Abu-Jamal, was wrongly 

arrested for allegedly murdering Philadelphia police officer Daniel Faulkner, and later wrongly convicted at an 

unfair and racially hostile trial in 1982 and sentenced to death by Judge Alberto Sabo. 

Prior to Mumia‘s false arrest, he worked as a journalist, radio jockey, and part-time taxi driver.  As a radio 

jockey at a local Philadelphia radio station and journalist, Mumia was an active community activist whom ex-

posed racist attacks, abuse, terror and repression by Philly police against the MOVE group and ordinary citizens.  

Consequently, Mumia Abu-Jamal had become a target for neutralization by city officials and the Philadelphia 

police department to silence his voice of opposition on behalf of his community. 

Mumia‘s legal case has been fraught with illegalities by the police, prosecutor, and judge.  Illegalities of manu-

factured evidence, false witnesses, perjured testimony, withholding evidence, racial discrimination, and more.  

Mumia Abu-Jamal had been subjected to a kangaroo court trial by racist Judge Alberto Sabo who was overheard 

by his law clerk saying, ―I‘m going to fry that nigger.‖  Mumia‘s sham trial was filled with judicial and prosecu-

torial criminal misconduct that violated his state/federal constitutional rights to a fair trial. 

Mumia Abu-Jamal is a world-renowned Political Prisoner held on Pennsylvania‘s Death Row at SCI-Greene in 

Waynesburg, PA.  Mumia is an INNOCENT man.  He is also a journalist, author, father/grandfather, and a 

Human Rights Activist.  The world awaits the release from prison of this highly-respected FREEDOM 

FIGHTER. 

 

Do you think that Mumia was wrongly convicted of this crime? 

Mumia Abu-Jamal 

SCI-Green/#AM-8335 

175 Progress Drive 

The Criminal Injustice System   -   In Pennsylvania, a Life sentence by the court is actually a death sentence!  In Amerika, its judicial system is one-sided when it comes to dealing with poor 
people, especially with poor Blacks and Latinos.  The public must be made aware that the judicial process is inherently racist, classis, unfair, unbalanced, and corrupt.  Outrageous injustices 

like the Jena 6 fiasco occurs daily in the court rooms throughout Amerika.  Brothers Shakaboona and Man-Shareef are just two of many politically conscious prisoners who have chosen to 

resist Amerika‘s judicial repression through court lynching. 

Is Innocence Irrelevant? 

The following state cases represent the ―Faces of HRC‖.  As you read, ask yourself if justice is being served by the judicial system 

when it criminally tries and convicts individuals knowing of their innocence, and intentionally deny fair trials to others. 

Jerome Coffey 

Jurisdiction:  Philadelphia County, PA 

Offense Charge:  Homicide 

Date of Sentencing:  1993 

Sentence:  LIFE (i.e., DEATH) 

 

Jerome Coffey was a great local amateur boxer, and as a professional boxer who trained and sparred with boxing greats Bruce 

Seldon, Nate Miller, and Eric Harding, he was thought to become the next middle weight boxing champion from Philly.  How-

ever, Jerome Coffey‘s professional boxing career was brought to an abrupt halt by his wrongful arrest for the alleged murder of 

drug dealer Johnny Moss in December 1992. 

Jerome Coffey had been singled out as a possible suspect several months after the murder of Johnny Moss by police officer 

Peter Scallintino of the 23rd District after threatening and coercing the brother of the murder victim to provide false statements 

against Coffey, while intoxicated, to acquire an arrest warrant for Coffey, though Moss‘s brother was never on the scene or 

identified as an eye-witness to the murder of Johnny Moss. 

Jerome Coffey‘s discovery evidence and trial transcripts points to police manufactured evidence, judicial errors, illegal line-up, 

tainted photo spread,  perjured testimony, and the withholding of exculpatory evidence.  Such police and prosecutorial criminal 

misconduct all denied Jerome Coffey a constitutionally guaranteed fair trial.  The Philadelphia Criminal Courts have once again 

convicted an innocent person and sentenced him to LIFE imprisonment (i.e., DEATH).  The real murderer of Johnny Moss is 

still roaming the streets. 

On appeal, the Pennsylvania Superior Court has recognized the malicious prosecution and judicial errors at the trial of Jerome 

Coffey, that denied him a fair trial. However, Jerome has yet to be exonerated by the appeals court of the crime. 

Jerome Coffey is an innocent man who has been wrongly convicted of a crime he did not commit.  His legal case is a prime 

example of how much the Pennsylvania Judicial System is in shambles and must be totally transformed to end its inherent 

institutional race, class, and  gender discrimination and subsequent unfair trials and wrongful convictions of innocent people. 

 

Do you think that Jerome was wrongly convicted of this crime? 

 

     Jerome Coffey 

     SCI-Green/#AS-1558 

     175 Progress Drive 

     Waynesburg, PA 15370 
































































